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The Muslims communities in Great Britain are probably one of the most highly organized in Europe.  The two important factors which played a significant role in the process of institutionalization of Islam in Britain were, the citizenship rights (the extent to which Muslims could participate in the political sphere) and the organizational culture of the country (the multitude of various associations active in the public sphere). Muslims in Britain have established institutions varying from mosques, prayer halls, schools, halal butchers, religious radio stations, newspapers, right through to the largely unsuccessful Islamic political party. They have appointed Muslim chaplains in hospitals, prisons, armed forces and successfully lobbied for change in state policies regarding various issues.
 As a result of immense organisational effort Muslims in Britain have managed to create a firm ‘plausibility structure’ (Berger 1969: 42) or the network of social relations within which the central religious beliefs and values are articulated and hence validated. The establishment of various Muslim organisations, which are a vital element of the plausibility structure, enabled the first generation to pass Islam to their children born in non-Muslim countries and thus to be maintained.
The religion that the first generation of Muslims has passed to their children is of the same character as they knew it in their countries of origin and therefore it has a very strong ethnic component. The majority of mosques in the country are ethnically oriented institutions, and as such they hardly ever get engaged with debates on citizenship and civic participation. 
 The first generation male migrants who are usually in charge of them maintain an ongoing orientation to South Asia. 
Within the last decade, however one may observe an emergence of a growing number of organization, often led by Muslims born in Britain, which strive to ‘free’ Islam from ‘ethnic constraints’, divorce religion from culture, cross the ethnic boundaries and engage in dialogue with wider British society. These organizations are entering the institutional spaces for religiosity and religious expressions provided by the state with its established Anglican Church and start playing the role of religious brokers. While during the Rushdie Affair (1989) Muslims in the country felt marginalized from British civic and public life with few spokesmen capable of translating anger into argument, at the moment the British media have little difficulty in finding a range of able young British Muslims to participate in public debates. It is usually the Islamists who feature in these debates. This is because they seem to have most successfully evolved and adapted to the British context. That is not to suggest that Muslims of other persuasions e.g. some Barelwis and Deobandis are not involved in debates about citizenship and belonging or the representation of Muslims on the national level. However, they are less successful in making their voice heard as laud as the Islamist one. Faisal Bodi from the Forum Against Islamophobia and Racism, or Inayat Bungalawala from the Muslim Council of Britain are only two of many British Muslim graduates entering mainstream profession who are also part of an emerging Muslim civil society sector. This sector includes, inter alia, various kinds of associations for doctors, lawyers and educationalists. It has been largely created by young professionals who cut their Islamist teeth in such youth organisations as the Young Muslims and its Bengali equivalent - the Young Muslim Organisation, as well as the Federation of Student Islamic Societies, from which many graduated to the Islamic Society of Britain.
After Soysal (1997: 510) we can divide Islamic organizational activity into the one which aims at creating alternative ‘moral communities’ that are foreign to the normative categories of European democracies, and this which tries to use the dense network of associations to bring Muslim communities closer to the host society’s public life, to encourage their civic participation, and thus foster cooperation and solidarity among citizenry. Furthermore, we may think of 3 strategies in coping with minority status followed by organisations which treat Islam as a cultural resource in the construction of assertive Muslim identity: isolation from wider society to prevent contamination from non-Muslims (the strategy advanced, for example, by the quietist group Tablighi Jama’at),  strident resistance to western society (the strategy adopted, among others, by the Al-Muhajiroun) and finally the strategy of engagement with wider society. Below, using the material gathered during the 6-month stay at the University of Bradford, as a Marie Curie Fellow I draw short profiles of the organizations undertaking the above mentioned strategies. The first 13 organisations follow the strategy of civic engagement whereas the last two are examples of different kinds of isolationist approach. It is worth noting that although the following list of the Islamist organizations in the country is not exhaustive, it includes those institutions which are the most active in the public sphere.
1. Muslim Council of Britain 

Persons interviewed: Dr Jamil Sherif, Dr Aziz Sheikh, Inayat Bungalawala, Mahmud al-Rashid, Ayub Laher, Ibrahim Mogra

Participation in one of the sessions of the MCB Research and Documentation Committee and two conferences organised by the organisation. Plan to attend the organisation’s Annual General Meeting in May 2004.

There is no official Muslim representative organisation in the Britain. However since the New Labour came to power in 1997 the government has been tacitly supporting the Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), which strives to establish itself as a voice of Muslims in country. The MCB was inaugurated - after 3 years of wide-ranging consultation - on November 23 1997 at the Brent Town Hall in Wembley by representatives of more than 250 Muslim organisations from all parts of Britain including Northern Ireland. Over the last years the organisation has strengthened and it is now considered one of the most representative organisations in the country.  There are currently about 350 institutions affiliated to it including mosques, education and charitable institutions, women and youth organisations and professional bodies, both national and regional. The composition of the membership is ethnically mixed. The organisation is opposed to labels such as ‘ethnic minority’ clearly favouring religious identification. As one may read on its website the MCB’s approach to dealing with civic affairs is one of participation, not agitation; in dealing with government, it is one of constructive engagement. The MCB strives to deal with problems and influence policies and outcomes through principled and effective participation, in conformity with Islamic norms and standards. Among its aims are inter alia,: to promote cooperation, consensus and unity on Muslim affairs in the UK, to encourage and strengthen all existing efforts being made for the benefit of the Muslim community, to work for a more enlightened appreciation of Islam and Muslims in the wider society, to establish a position for the Muslim community within British society that is fair and based on due rights, to work for the eradication of disadvantages and forms of discrimination faced by Muslims and to foster better community relations and work for the good of society as a whole. The current General Secretary elected during the General Assembly in 2002 for two years, Iqbal Sacranie was recently reckoned one of the 300 most powerful persons in Britain. He came into prominence over the Rushdie affair in 1989 with his UK Action Committee on Islamic Affairs. For his social activity he was awarded OBE.
2. Union of Muslim Organisations

Persons interviewed: Dr Sayid Pasha

Union of Muslim Organisations of UK & Ireland (UMO) was the first national umbrella organisation to be established in Britain in 1970 by representatives of 38 organisations. The number of its affiliates grew over the subsequent years but it was unable to attract the support of the larger organisations that became established. It tried to lobby the national government at that time most decisions related to Muslims occurred at a local level, what some researchers consider to be unwisely. Its first objective is internally directed to “realise” Muslim unity. The UMO other aims are  to co-ordinate the activities of all Muslim organisations in the UK and Eire and to be the representative body of British Muslims in negotiations with the British government and other governments and international bodies. It offers help to individual Muslims to practise the tenets of Islam while at work. The UMO National Muslim Education Council offers help to teachers, such as guidelines and a syllabus for Islamic Education. The organisation is a member of various inter-faith groups (Religious Education Council). Its secretary general from the time of inception until now is Syed Aziz Pasha.

3. Islamic Society of Britain (member of the MCB)
Persons interviewed: Zahid Parvez, Rehanah Sadiq, Sarah Joseph, Nazeem Yunis
Participation in the four-day long ‘Living Islam’ Summer Camp organised by the organisation at the Lincolnshire showground.
According to its former president Zahid Parvez and the author of the book ‘Building a New Society: An Islamic Approach to Social Change’ the main idea behind the creation of the ISB was to create a platform for the growing Muslim youth population who did not feel comfortable in the languages of their parents, where they could do something similar to their parents active in various ethno-religious organisations, but in the language in which they are comfortable with. The creation of the ISB, was also in his opinion the initiative influenced by the will of some committed British Muslims to play more active social and political role in the society. The membership of the organisation is ethnically-mixed. It draws from Pakistani, Bengali, Indian and other Muslim communities of the country as well as English converts (i.e. Sarah Joseph – the editor of the Muslim lifestyle magazine ‘Emel’), both men and women. Currently the organisation has about 500 members, although some of the events it organises attract much wider audience than in nominal membership. For example the ‘Living Islam’ camp attended by the author gathered more than 3000 people. The ISB often describes itself as an organisation for the family. Its activities take place at local, regional and national levels and are designed to cater for the education and development of the whole family. The ISB tries to involve Muslims in addressing issues which they face or which they think are harmful to the society. The organisation has its branches in the major British cities. Different localities and branches are dealing with different kinds of problems (drug addiction, Islamophobia, family problems) and every branch is working according to its own agenda. Since 1994 the ISB has been organising Islam Awareness Week – an initiative that seeks to help Muslims and non-Muslims to come together in a climate of understanding and appreciation. The current president of the organisation is Munir Ahmed, (president of the Young Muslims UK between 1989-1991) is a practising GP (physician). 
4. Muslim Association of Britain (member of the MCB)
Persons interviewed: Anas Osama Altikriti
Participation in a seminar organised by the Stop the War Coalition in which the MAB plays a leading role. 
The Muslim Association of Britain was set up in 1997 by a group of Arab Muslims who felt largely left out in the country where Islam is dominated by people of South Asian origin. As one may read on its website yet a different explanation of the inception of the MAB was ‘established as an institution that attempts to fill in the gap in terms of Islamic dawah work in Britain where the call for a comprehensive Islam that encompasses all aspects of life is lacking. MAB tries to implement this through wisdom and good preaching’. The organisation which has about 1000 members co-organised demonstrations with the Stop the War coalition which in September 2002 and February 2003 brought to the streets of London hundred thousands of people. Among its aims and objectives are: to spread the teachings and culture of Islam, install the Islamic principles in the hearts of Muslim community and enhance the good morals within the British society, to assist the Muslim community in maintaining its integrity and foster in them good Islamic conduct, education and social relation especially ties of kinship. Its goal is also to make Muslims aware of their duties towards the society, within which they are living, to promote an active role for the Muslim community in helping to solve the different problems of this society (like crime, drugs, unemployment, family disintegration, etc.). Anas Osama Altikriti, born in Iraq in 1968, an executive Board Member in charge of Media and Public Relations is one of its most active members. He often writes articles for press outlets including the Guardian.
5. Islamic Foundation (member of the MCB)
Persons interviewed: Dr Attaullah Saddiqi, Dilwar Hussain

Participation in the conference organised by the Islamic Foundation in co-operation with the British Council.

‘How can we re-connect with Islam’s past? It is not necessary to go back, but we can and we should look back’ – said in the interview with the author, Director of the Muslim Institute of Higher Education, institution created by the Islamic Foundation, Dr Attaullah Saddiqi. This seems to be the essence of the Islamic Foundation’s activites (IF). While the MCB can be considered as an example of communal and political leadership, the IF should be viewed as an example of intellectual leadership and as a home of reforming Islamist intellectual activism in Britain. Taking into account the number of people employed by the IF (40), it can be considered also as one of the biggest Muslim organizations in the country. It was founded in 1973 by Khurshid Ahmad (1932-) with a brief to promote worldwide dawah or mission. A deputy emir of Jama’at-i Islami (JI) in Pakistan, Professor Ahmad who from the beginning of his academic carrier in Islamic economics stressed the need for dialogue with the West until today sits in the steering committee of the Foundation. The Foundation focuses on research, publication, education and training. Its target audience are both Muslims and non-Muslims. The IF articulates its mission, inter alia, in terms of creating better understanding of Islam in the West, as well as, challenging misconceptions and misunderstandings about Islam in the face of Islamophobia in the wider society. Established by the Foundation in 2001, Muslim Institute of Higher Education (MIHE), has 53 BA and 18 MA students. They study Islamic Studies, Islamic Community Studies and Islamic Economics to receive diplomas of the University of Loughborough to which MIHE is affiliated.
6. Islamic Forum Europe (member of the MCB)
Persons interviewed: Musleh Uddin Al-Faradhi, Hamid Azad
Participation in one day conference ‘Expoislamia’ organised by the organisation in the Wembley Conference Centre.

Islamic Forum Europe (IFE) was founded in 1988 in the London’s district of Tower Hamlets which has the highest concentration of Muslims not only in Britain but in the whole Western Europe. Almost 40 percent of inhabitants of this district are Muslims of whom the majority are of Bangladeshi origin. The organisation membership has also very strong ethnic character although the IFE is also trying to attract Muslim from non-Bangladeshi community. Like in other Islamist organisation dawah or inviting Muslims to reconnect to their tradition, as well as inviting non-Muslims to the fold of Islam are very high in the IFE agenda. Apart from that, it tries to promote co-operation and co-ordination among local and international Islamic organisations in order to achieve unity of the Muslim Ummah. The organization stresses also the importance of civic engagement and tries to strengthen Muslim community infrastructure through institutions, projects and community work/service. In co-operation with the London East Mosque it organises study circles, training camps, various seminars and conference. The IFE publishes a quality Muslim magazine ‘Islamic Insight’ and runs local radio stations (particularly in Ramadan). It organises every year a one day conference called ‘Expoislamia’ which attracts about 3 000 people. Mainly through its ethnic networks the organisation has established its branches across Britain and abroad in Austria, France, Belgium, Cyprus, Finland, Germany, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland.
7. Muslim Parliament

Persons interviewed: Dr Mohammad Ghayasuddin Siddiqui
The Muslim Parliament  (MMP) was established in 1992 by Muslim Institute Director Kalim Siddiqui, who gained notoriety as a vocal supporter of the Iranian fatwa or legal opinion against Rushdie. The organisation published ‘Muslim Manifesto’ in which it called for the establishment of islands of peace, harmony and moral excellence within the British society afflicted with numerous social diseases. After the death of its founder in 1996 the organisation have lost its dynamic and started to decline in disputes over the leadership. As a result of these disputes the Parliament's relationship with Iran also broke down. In the interview with the author its current leader - Muhammad Ghayasuddin says that ‘the MMP today is more a community forum which debates, lobbies and campaigns in regards to issues concerning the Muslim community in the country, rather than the organization with great ambitions as it was under its former leader’.  Similarly to other Muslim organisations the MMP campaigns for Islamic causes as part of the civil liberties and human rights. 
8. Federation of Student Islamic Societies (member of the MCB)
Persons interviewed: Abdul Wajid

Participation in the FOSIS annual conference.

Since its inception in 1962, FOSIS has developed into one of the leading Muslim student organisations within the UK and Europe. It has links with over 100 Islamic Societies and has established relationships with the National Union of Students and other key student organisations in the UK and Europe. As one of the oldest and most established organisations in the UK, FOSIS has developed a variety of resources (i.e. it own two hostels in London) and specialised teams to  assist and represent Muslim students within universities and other educational institutions making it a primary source of reference for Muslim as well as non-Muslim organisations.  Some of the FOSIS aims are as follows: to represent Muslim Students and Islamic Societies at all levels; to protect and promote the interests of Muslim student; to encourage the formation of new Islamic societies on campuses and to support the activities of existing ones; to facilitate communication and co-ordination among Islamic Societies; to promote understanding of Islam and Muslims in an effort to eradicate intolerance and Islamophobia from campuses. The organisation has more than 20000 members (out of around 30000 Muslim students studying at the British universities). Amongst its former members were for example, vice-emir (president) of Malaysia, Tariq Ramadan and Dilwar Hussain from the Islamic Foundation. The FOSIS is extremely diverse both in ethnic and religious terms. One may find amongst its members the supporters of the isolationist Tablighi Jama’at, militant Hizb’ut Tahrir and Young Muslim advocating civic engagement.

9. Young Muslim Organisation UK (member of the MCB)
Persons interviewed: Hamid Azad

The sister organization of the IFE was created in 1978. Its purpose since the inception until now is to work towards the preservation of the Muslim identity in Britain.  It tries to achieve this aim mainly through education and spiritual, intellectual and physical training. The organization distances itself from the Islamic extremism viewing it as one of the greatest threats for Muslims in the country. It tries to activate and mobilise Muslim youth around both international and national issues. Like the IFE, its members mainly come from the Bangladeshi community The YMOUK, however, tries to encourage also Muslims from other ethnic backgrounds to work together for causes benefiting society. The East London Mosque in the district of Tower Hamlets is the main social base of the organization.
10. Muslim Public Affairs Committee 

Persons interviewed: Zulfi Bukhari

Originally set up as a web-based media monitoring e-group, MPACs first goal was to fight the bias in the media. This activity has gained MPAC significant support from the Muslim communities. Rather than being a concentrated group of activists, funded by the community, MPAC aims to ‘give the power to the community’. It describes itself as ‘a system of media monitoring, political lobbying and grass-roots community and institutional activism to allow the individual and the community the ability to change their own situation and the situation for Muslims at large’. MPAC has been and still is forging links with the media to open an avenue for dialogue and re-education of the individual on the street regarding Islam and Muslims. It aims to ‘make misrepresentation of Islam a thing of the past’. Moreover, MPAC is aiming to politicise the Muslims and encourage them to get to know their Member of Parliament, and to feel confident in raising issues with them. The MPAC’s initiatives are aiming to bring the community together since it views disunity among Muslims as their the biggest downfall in recent years. MPAC is working with many organisations in an aim to break down barriers and at the same time pool both resources and experience.
11. Young Muslims UK (member of the MCB)
Persons interviewed: Ajmal Masroor

The YMUK is the youth section of ISB. It undertakes a broad scope of work concerning Muslim youth. It publishes bimonthly magazine ‘Trends’ which is one of the Britain’s biggest selling Muslim youth magazines. Like in the case of its parent organisation – ISB, the membership of YMUK is ethnically mixed. Its current president Ahtesham Ali is co-ordinator of Himmat Project which promotes an Islamic approach to probation and rehabilitation in Halifax, Bradford and Keighley. The YMUK organises various kinds of seminars and conferences and strives to work ‘towards a just and caring society’.
12. Bradford Council for Mosques (local organisation)
Persons interviewed: Sher Azzam (president), Ayub Leher (vice-president), Ishtiaq Ahmed (spokeperson), Sallem Khan

BCM first came to prominence in the early 1980s as a non-sectarian and lay Muslim body that the state could consult about multicultural provision in schools etc. The organization had played a prominent role in the Rushdie Affair and thus became widely know. However, now as its spokesperson - Ishtiaq Ahmed - informs me the BCM has declined in authority and public significance. State funding has been withdrawn and BCM exists on the subscriptions of its member mosques and their committees, over which it has no real control. It still provides a platform from which to issue statements on local, national and international matters such as the Bradford riots, September 11 etc., and it is still considered quotable by the media. Its president, Sher Azam, is a longstanding local halal supermarket owner of the first generation.

13. Forum of European Muslim Youth and Student Organisations 
Persons interviewed: Khalled Swaid

FEMYSO was founded in 1996 in Brussels to provide a social context in which various national Muslim youth organisations might come together in order to discuss and act on matters of common interest. The Forum has in recent years established itself as a credible voice and resource for the next generation of European Muslims, and has formed valuable linkages with institutions such as the European Parliament.

14. Al-Muhajiroun (or the Emigrants)
Persons interviewed: Omar Bakri, Suleyman 

The organisation which advocates strident resistance to western society was established in 1983 in the Saudi Arabia by Omar Bakri. Its founder having been expelled from Syria for planning the revolt against the presided Hafez al-Asad arrived in Britain in 1993. In a short time he has managed to open branches of Al-Muhajiroun in France, Germany and Pakistan. The organisation does not want British citizens to convert to Islam, but rather, it proposes to Islamise Britain, that is to adopt by the society Islamic social, political and economic methods. Since the suicide attacks of the supporters of the organisation in Israel in 2002, Al-Muhajiroun has been under close scrutiny of the British Intelligence. Only half a year ago the headquarters of the organisation in the North London were raided by the Police.  
15. Tablighi Jamaat (or Mission Society)
Persons interviewed: Latif Abdul
 The Tabligh Jamaat founded by Maulana Mohammed Ilyas in India in 1925 is an international Muslim missionary and teaching network, which transcends frontiers and includes Muslim of many nationalities. It aims at bringing Muslim back to the knowledge of what it regards as the true elements of the faith. It does not make attempt to preach to non-Muslims. Although the media often portray the Tablighi Mission as a fundamentalist organisation it should rather be perceived as traditionalist and conservative. From 1972 it operates from its headquarters in Dewsbury, Britain.
� For example, the Muslim lobby united with other religious groups have managed to convince the government to include the question on religious identification in the census 2001.


� For example, in Bradford which is a home of almost 70 000 Muslims only 6 out of 55 mosques are involved in inter-faith and developmental initiatives





� Union of Muslim Organisations of UK & Ireland (UMO), 1970-1995: A Record of Achievement, 25 Years Silver Jubilee Magazine (1995), p. 6.





